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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
MAY 27, 2010 

  
 The Road Ahead Society of 
Calgary – now operating as PLAN Calgary 
The Road Ahead in recognition of our 
affiliate status with PLAN – held its AGM on 
May 27, 2010 at the City of Calgaryʼs Water 
Centre.  

 President Gordon Sick, elected at the 
2009 AGM, will be taking a six-month 
sabbatical in Melbourne, Australia starting 
January 2011. In the best interests of the 
organization, Gord stepped down and the 
membership elected Val Hazle into the 
presidentʼs position.  

 For the past several years, Val has 
been the Treasurer. She agreed to run for 
president after recruiting PLAN Calgaryʼs 
newest board member and now Treasurer, 
Tim Hensman. Apart from these changes, 
the board remains the same for 2010-2011 
although it may appoint additional Directors 
during the year.  

 On behalf of the board, membership 
and staff, our sincere thanks to Gord for his 
considerable time, effort and achievement 
during his year as President of The Road 
Ahead Society of Calgary. Of particular 
note is Gordʼs ongoing commitment to 
ʻspreading the wordʼ about the Registered 
Disability Savings Plan (RDSP). Most 
recently, he has organized 5 ʻRDSP for the 
Futureʼ workshops funded by HRSDC. Some 
have already taken place; others will be held 
through the summer. 

 

  

Following are highlights from Gordon 
Sickʼs 2010 Presidentʼs Report: 

¥ Tribute to the late Darrell Cook, a 
founding member of The Road Ahead 
Society, husband, father and major 
supporter of persons with disabilities  

 
¥ Year of Transition including name 

change to PLAN Calgary The Road 
Ahead 

 
¥ Growth including 4 new Lifetime 

Family Members and 6 families with 
facilitators 

 
¥ Staffing changes…Chad Goebel has 

been hired as the new Network 
Development Coordinator; the Office 
Coordinator position is vacant 
 

  … continued on page 2 
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OUR MISSION 
 
 

PLAN Calgary is a family 
organization committed to 
supporting persons with 
disabilities to develop 
meaningful relationships 
in the community, to build 
positive lives, and to 
create their vision for a 
sustainable future. 

 

  

BOARD MEMBERS 2010 - 2011 
 
Val Hazle      President 
Gordon Sick 

Jorgen Asserson 
David Oakleaf  

Dianne Kesteven  
Don MacKay  

Andrew Sick  

Tim Hensman 
 

NETWORK DEVELOPMENT 
COORDINATOR  
Chad Goebel 
 
 
OFFICE COORDINATOR 

Position Vacant 
 

 

 
 

A message from the presidentÉ  

 My name is Val Hazle and I am a mother of 4 and 
grandmother of 3. I have been on the RAS board, as Treasurer, 
for the past 4 years and recently joined the board of Ups and 
Downs – Calgary Down Syndrome Association.   

  My youngest daughter, Karin, is the reason for our 
familyʼs involvement in The Road Ahead Society – now known as 
PLAN Calgary. I bring 21 years of being my daughterʼs caregiver, 
advocate and cheerleader as well as my enthusiasm for what 
networks of support can do for individuals.   

 I strongly believe that PLAN Calgary offers a unique and 
essential service to families as it works toward providing a safe 
and secure future for our sons and daughters. I believe that 
PLAN Calgary is just coming of age and can and will experience 
significant growth in the near future. 

 I have many ideas for the future of PLAN Calgary. I look 
forward to serving our members and working with our board and 
other volunteers in the coming year.  

     – Val Hazle   

continued from page 1… 

Highlights from the Presidentʼs Report at the 2010 AGM  

¥ Casino Eligibility Application submitted 
 

¥ Examination of our Membership Fee Structure 
 

¥ Workshops including two on the RDSP (Fall ʼ09), the 
January ʻBeyond Graduation: Planning for a Good Lifeʼ all 
day workshop and follow up in March, and ʻPutting Your 
Affairs in Order: The Personal Directives Act and the Adult 
Guardianship & Trusteeship Actʼ  

 
¥ RDSP for the Future – PLAN Calgary in association with 

PLAN Institute and HRSDC running 5 workshops in 
Calgary (2), Canmore, Drumheller and Red Deer 

 
¥ SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) 

analysis from last AGM to present 
 

¥ Areas of growth and areas in need of improvement 
identified   
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

july august september 
10 
4 pm *Summer 
BBQ/Potluck for Lifetime 
Families, Facilitators & Board 
For more information contact 
families@plancalgary.ca 
 

 13 
7 pm Lifetime Family 
Members Coffee Session 
(location tba) 

20 
7 pm RDSP for the Future 
Civic Centre 
224 Centre Street 
Drumheller 
www.forthefuture.ca 
 

24 
7 pm RDSP for the Future 
Red Deer Lodge 
 4311 – 49th Ave 
Red Deer 
www.forthefuture.ca 
 

14 
7-9 pm  
Family Voices Calgary  
Rocky Mountain College 
4039 Brentwood Rd NW 
Calgary 
familyvoices@aacl.org 
 

*NOTE! 
A Special General Meeting 
will be held at this event. 
Motions to revise By-law 
Sections III and X will be 
voted on in person or by 
proxy. 

We are pleased to provide a 
calendar of community 
events. If you would like to 
have your event advertised 
here, please contact us at: 
families@plancalgary.ca 
 

28 
7-9 pm PLAN Calgary 
Monthly Board Meeting  
1000 – 9th Ave SW 
3rd Floor  
Observers are welcome! 
 

 

 
 

!From Me to We " Family Summit  
 Friday, November 5 th 7 to 9 p.m. and all day Saturday, November 6 th 

Family Voices Calgary"s 6TH Annual Family Summit  will again be held at Rocky Mountain 
College, 4039 Brentwood Road NW.  Further information will be available closer to the date 
by contacting 403.717.0361 or emailing familyvoicescalgary@aacl.org 

Adult Guardianship and Trusteeship Act Information Session  
Saturday, October 2 nd from 9  a.m. to noon  

 
 On the evening of May 12th, Kelly Lekien and Dan White, representatives from the 
Office of the Public Guardian, Government of Alberta, presented to a large group of parents 
and professionals on recent amendments to the Personal Directives Act  (PDA) and 
sweeping changes to the Adult Guardianship and Trusteeship Act  (AGTA) . The 
presenters answered many questions from the audience while noting that their practical 
experience with the revised Acts is still relatively new.   
 While the information session was well received, there was not enough time to 
properly cover the significant changes to AGTA. PLAN Calgary apologizes for ʻshort-
changingʼ the audience on this information and in response, has organized a half-day 
session focusing entirely on AGTA .  
 This session will be held on Saturday, October 2nd from 9 a.m. until noon (registration 
from 8:30 a.m.) at the City of Calgary Water Centre, 625 – 25 Avenue SE. A notice will be 
distributed soon. For further information, please check our website www.PLANcalgary.ca or 
email us at families@PLANcalgary.ca 
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Network Development Coordinator 
We say good -bye to Mike and hello to Chad!  

 After three years as the 
Network Development Coordinator 
for The Road Ahead Society of 
Calgary, Michael Corman has 
decided that his PhD studies 
require his full time attention! In 
Mikeʼs AGM report, he states, “I 
have learned much from everyone 
and for that I am grateful. I look 
forward to hearing future success 
stories about the networks you are 
building. As such, please do stay 
in touch!” 

 We want to express our 
sincere gratitude to Mike for his 
unwavering dedication to helping 
develop caring, enduring networks 
of support for our loved ones. 

 We wish you all the best, 
Mike, and hope that, when time 
allows with your own family and 
career, you will rejoin our family! 
As you said “please stay in touch!” 

 Itʼs a further credit to 
Mikeʼs leadership that we didnʼt 
have to look far for his 
replacement! Chad Goebel, who 
has been a facilitator for one of 
our lifetime members, has been 
hired as our new Network 
Development Coordinator.  

 We welcome Chad into 
this challenging and rewarding 
role. Chadʼs letter of introduction 
appears below. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT PLAN CALGARY 

 

PART-TIME FACILITATORS 
4 to 6 hours / month  
starting @ $20 / hour 

Do you… 
¥ Have a natural talent for 

connecting people? 
¥ See the gifts rather than the 

deficits in others? 
¥ Believe relationships are 

essential for a good life? 
¥ Want to help people to 

develop support networks? 
 
 

PART-TIME OFFICE 
COORDINATOR 

Approximately 10 hours/week 
 

The successful candidate will 
provide routine administrative 
and clerical duties to the 
organization including updating 
and maintaining records and 
membership databases and 
ensuring excellent customer 
service. Will also provide 
administrative support to Board 
members. Must be available for 
occasional evening or Saturday 
workshops and information 
sessions.  

High school diploma or 
equivalent, administrative 
experience, excellent oral and 
written skills combined with a 
working knowledge of Microsoft 
Office programs (Word, Excel, 
Power Point). Experience in 
Access and QuickBooks would 
be an asset but will train. 
Experience with persons with 
developmental disabilities an 
asset. 
  

To apply for either of these 
positions, please email your 
résumé with cover letter to: 
families@plancalgary.ca or leave 
a message at 403-263-8226. 

"Everyone can be great because anyone can serve. You don't 
have to have a college degree to serve. You don't even have 

to make your subject and your verb agree to serve... You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love..."  

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Hello everyone! 
 My name is Chad Goebel. I have recently been hired to take on the 
role as Network Development Coordinator for RAS/PLAN Calgary. My family 
has been involved in advocating for the rights of people with disabilities for 
many years. I have three brothers with disabilities and would have it no other 
way – they have molded my entire family, making it a close knit, supportive 
and happy bunch. I live happily in Oakridge with my wife and two children. 
 I am very excited to start my work with what I consider to be the most 
progressive group of advocates I have met. In my few weeks working for 
PLAN Calgary, my understanding of how important networks are has 
deepened even more than my ten years of working with people with 
disabilities has previously taught me. 
 If you have not met me yet, I plan on giving all lifetime families a call. 
I would also like to attend your next work plan meeting so I can meet 
everyone in person and see how things are going first hand. 
 For those of you who do not have a facilitator yet and would like one, 
I have already begun searching for new facilitators. If you know of someone 
who may be interested in facilitating, please give me a call. I look forward to 
meeting you all in the near future. If you have any questions, comments, 
concerns or just want to talk, please feel free to contact me at 
chad@plancalgary.ca or give me a call at 403-243-8214.   
 
Sincerely, 
Chad 
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o Stephen Oakleaf Interviewed for CBC Radioʼs ʻThe Eyeopenerʼ 
 

Judy Aldous of CBC Radioʼs Calgary morning show, The Eyeopener, is working on a story 
about PLAN Calgary, featuring lifetime member Stephen Oakleaf, his parents, Anne 
McWhir and David Oakleaf and Stephenʼs facilitator, Gary. The segment will focus on what 
PLAN Calgary offers to individuals with disabilities and their families, including the 
development of networks of support for today and the future. In preparation for the piece, 
Judy spent time with Stephen and Gary and then later interviewed Anne and David.  

The segment is expected to run in late June or early July and will also appear on The 
Eyeopener website. 

o Special General Meeting – July 10, 2010 
 

In April, PLAN Calgary submitted an Eligibility for Casino Licence application to the Alberta 
Gaming and Liquor Commission. We have been informed that the sections of our by-laws 
regarding classes of membership and voting privileges need to be revised in order to 
comply with AGLCʼs eligibility rules.  

In order to address this matter as soon as possible, the Board has decided to hold a 
Special Meeting at our annual barbeque on July 10th. 

All eligible members have received a Notice of Motions. Current by-laws regarding 
Classes of Membership and Quorums are stated along with the proposed revisions and 
rationale. Proxy votes can be emailed to Val Hazle <families@plancalgary.ca> 

o Tyze 

Tyze is a social networking online service from the PLAN Institute. As an affiliate of PLAN, 
we now offer Tyze memberships to our lifetime members. The following description is 
excerpted from http://tyze.com. For more information, check the website or contact us.  

About Tyze  
Tyze creates personal , private , secure , online networks  that strengthen relationships 
and address isolation. Our primary beneficiaries are people with disabilities , seniors  and 
people experiencing life challenges , as well as the agencies , businesses , and 
governments  who provide support for them. 
Tyze networks are networks with a purpose. They are created around a specific person  
and a specific situation. A network could centre on a senior who has suffered a stroke, so 
that his caregivers and a larger circle of friends can be invited to support his desire for 
greater independence. Or a network might centre on a young adult with an intellectual 
disability, so that her friends & family can stay in touch & provide support, even if they live 
far away. 
Tyze is much more than a way to make appointments and track tasks. It's a place to 
celebrate the contributions and achievements of the person at the centre of the network – 
and a way they can stay connected to friends and loved ones. And for network members, 
it's a chance to feel connected and effective in a whole new way. 
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300, 1000 - 9th Avenue SW 

Calgary, AB  T2P 2Y6 
 

403.263.8226 (voice mail) 
403.263.5277 (fax) 

 
families@plancalgary.ca 

www.plancalgary.ca 

PLAN Calgary is a Registered Charity. 
You can support our organization by: 

1.  Becoming a Member 
2.  Making an online donation through CANADA HELPS at 

https://www.canadahelps.org/ 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Registered Charity 
#89667 4918 RR0001 
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