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We are already a month into 2008 and it looks like it will be a busy year! The
Workshop Committee has been very active with 8 workshops on their agenda from February
to November. New topics include a session on ‘Archiving’ to provide you with practical
advice on how to record and keep track of all your important family documents; ‘A Home of
One’s Own’ workshop that will examine what ‘home’ means and provide some exciting
examples from our community; and ‘Beyond Graduation’ and ‘Disability Savings Tax’
information sessions. Other popular info sessions/workshops will be offered again including
‘Seven Steps’, ‘Wills & Estate Planning’ and ‘Personal Directives/Guardianship.’

Our Network Development Coordinator, Mike, has also been very busy meeting with
families and existing facilitators, conducting potential matching interviews and recruiting
new facilitators. It’s a demanding job with many stakeholders to satisfy. Mike’s #1 priority
is to recruit facilitators for several families who have been waiting some time for a match.

Thanks to the great work of our dedicated volunteers and staff, our community profile
has increased significantly over the past year. But to maintain this level of activity, we
could use some extra ‘horsepower’ on our board and with other volunteer opportunities! We
ask anyone ‘out there’ to consider investing some time in an organization committed to
creating a good, safe, ordinary life for people with developmental disabilities. If you have
any questions or suggestions, please contact us via the information given in this newsletter
and/or on our website: www.theroadahead.ca Many thanks!

All the best to everyone for a great year ahead,
Jørgen Asserson, President
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Happy New Year members and friends of The Road Ahead Society of Calgary,

PLAN announces New Online Courses
 to enable you to learn from the convenience of your own home:

• Wills, Trusts and Estates Through a combination of videos, interactive activities and forms,
you'll learn everything you need to know about how to set up your will, including the different types of
trusts you may want to include to leave an inheritance for your child with a disability. You'll also learn
about the Registered Disability Savings Plan and how it will impact your estate planning. This
course will be offered every other month starting in March 2008 and takes between 3-5 hours to
complete.

• Home is Where the Heart is This interactive engaging online course explores the different
home options available for your relative with a disability. Videos and stories showcase inspiring living
situations, checklists and interactive forms help you think about everything you need to consider. This
course comes with a downloadable practical guide and lots of inspiring ideas to help you start
dreaming. The first course will be offered in May, 2008.

For more information about these and other PLAN Online and Tele-Learning courses, visit their
website at  www.plan.ca or send an email to: inquiries@plan.ca
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Family Voices Calgary 3rd Annual Family Summit From Just ME to Finding WE
took place on Saturday, November 10th, 2007. In partnership with AACL and other local organizations,
several RAS members sat on the organizing committee and participated in the day’s presentations
and panel discussions. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to meet with other families of children and
adults with developmental disabilities and share experiences, success stories, hopes and challenges.

This event has gained a reputation for being a fun, interactive, informal event that families look
forward to each year. Skits performed by family ‘actors’ (directed by Richard Campbell) always
provoke thoughtful discussion amidst the laughter. The day ended with our enthusiastic (if not
rehearsed!) version of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” – retitled “The Twelve Days of Parenthood” –
inspired by Complaints Choirs as seen on YouTube. Great fun!



The RoadAhead Society of Calgary is a registered charity (#89667 4918 RR0001).
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 Globe and Mail Special Report ‘The Boy in the Moon’  Ian Brown, December 2007.
For 11 years, writer Ian Brown and his family have dealt with an unexpected presence – his son,

Walker, born with a rare and complex genetic disorder, CFC, which makes life very disorderly indeed.
In this remarkably frank and intimate story, Brown describes his struggle to care for and to understand

his son – and through him, the value of any human life. Read this 3-part story online:
www.theglobeandmail.com/boyinthemoon

We are an Affiliate of PLAN (Planned Lifetime Advocacy Network)

www.plan.ca

PART-TIME FACILITATOR POSITIONS
4 to 6 hours per month @ $20/hr

Do you…
• Have a natural talent for connecting people?
• Enjoy extending hospitality?
• See the gifts rather than the deficits of others?
• Believe relationships are essential for a good life?
• Want to help people who are isolated to develop

their support networks?

You may be the Facilitator we’re looking for!

Successful candidates will:
• Have strong community connections
• Be a resident of Calgary
• Be willing to commit to a one-year contract
• Have good interpersonal and group skills

Please mail, fax or email your résumé to:
THE ROADAHEAD SOCIETY OF CALGARY

(contact details below)

RAS MEMBERSHIP FEES
(Revised at 2007 AGM)

1.  Lifetime Family Member (1 Vote)
Initial Contribution $500
Annual Contribution $180

2.  General Family Member (No Vote)
Annual Contribution $  25

3.  Community Member (No Vote)
Individual $  30
Non-Profit $  50
Corporate $250

See our website for more details!

THE ROADAHEAD SOCIETY OF CALGARY
300, 1000 – 9TH AVENUE S.W.

CALGARY, AB  T2P 2Y6

PHONE: (403) 263-8226 / FAX: (403) 263-5277
EMAIL:    families@theroadahead.ca   
WEBSITE:     www.theroadahead.ca   




